
The DEA issues permits for preliminary
site investigations of three possible
Offshore Wind Farms sites
On 16 December 2022, the Danish Energy Agency has issued permits to the

Danish TSO, Energinet, regarding initiation of preliminary site investigations

in the Kattegat II and Kriegers Flak II areas as well as the new location

chosen for the Hesselø offshore wind farm.

The site investigations will be initiated by Energinet in early Q1 2023 and will
cover geophysical and geotechnical studies of the areas potentially
designated for offshore wind farms and their possible cable corridors, as well



as marine biological studies to be carried out in the surrounding areas.

The issued permits do not grant rights to develop the areas in scope but gives
Energinet the right to gather relevant data concerning the identified sites. A
potential developer will be able to use the results of the preliminary site
investigations for the environmental impact assessment (EIA) which concrete
plans for establishing an OWF will have to undergo at a later stage.

About the sites

Hesselø OWF

With the Energy Agreement of 29 June 2018 entered into by the majority of
the political parties in the Danish parliament and the subsequent Climate
Agreement for energy and industry etc. of 22 June 2020, it was decided to
conduct a tender for the rights to develop an 800-1200 MW offshore windfarm
at Hesselø. On 2 July 2020, a ministerial decree was issued instructing
Energinet to conduct preliminary site investigation and to establish a grid
connection point for the future Hesselø OWF.

In June 2021, the tender process for the Hesselø OWF was however put on
hold as Energinet's initial studies had identified soft sediments in large parts
of the area designated for the OWF. With the Climate Agreement on green
power and heat 2022  it was then decided to relocate the OWF to a site south
of the original location which had been indicated as a potential alternative in
the screening report on suitable marine areas published on 11 May 2022.

You can read more about the screening report (in Danish).

On 30 June 2022, a ministerial decree was again issued instructing Energinet
to conduct preliminary site investigation and to establish a grid connection
point for the OWFs new location. The order of 30 June 2022 thus replaced the
order of 2 July 2020.

The DEA expects to issue the tender for the Hesselø OWF concession
agreement in early 2024 with Energinet’s site investigations to be completed
in December 2024. The OWF is expected to be fully operational by 2029.
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https://www.regeringen.dk/media/11470/klimaaftale-om-groen-stroem-og-varme.pdf
https://www.regeringen.dk/media/11470/klimaaftale-om-groen-stroem-og-varme.pdf
https://ens.dk/ansvarsomraader/vindenergi/fakta-om-vindenergi


 

Hesselø OWF will be located in Hesselø Bay in Kattegat, approx. 30 km from
the north coast of Zealand. The orange line indicates the cable corridor with
landfall at Gilbjerg Hoved in North Zealand which was investigated under the
first ministerial decree of 2 July 2020.

The orange area, which show the site designated for an OWF, and the
surrounding shaded area constitute the main scope of the site investigations,
with the geotechnical investigations being limited to the orange area and
marine biological studies to be carried out within the dashed rectangle.

The Kattegat II & Kriegers Flak II sites

With the Danish Finance Act for 2022 it was decided to add 2 GW to the target
capacity set by the Energy Agreement of 29 June 2018 and subsequent
Climate Agreement for energy and industry etc. of 22 June 2020. With the
Climate Agreement on Green Power and Heat 2022, it was furthermore
decided that an additional 4GW offshore wind should be commissioned by the
end of 2030.

In Denmark, preliminary site investigations have traditionally been initiated
based on a political agreement designating a specific site for OWF
development. But in order to fulfill the 2030-ambitions the Climate
Agreement on Green Power and Heat 2022 included the decision to initiate
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https://www.regeringen.dk/media/11470/klimaaftale-om-groen-stroem-og-varme.pdf


preliminary site investigations for all attractive offshore wind sites identified
in the screening report on suitable marine areas that was published on 11 May
2022. On this basis, Energinet’s preliminary site investigations for the
Kriegers Flak II and Kattegat II areas are being initiated prior to political
agreements designating these sites for OWFs.

Note: For Kriegers Flak II, no site investigations will be conducted outside the
Danish Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).

The orange areas, which show the sites identified as potential OWF sites, and
he surrounding shaded areas constitute the main scope of the site
investigations, with the geotechnical investigations being limited to the
orange areas and marine biological studies to be carried out within the dashed
rectangle. The dotted areas constitute the investigation area for the cable
corridors.
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